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NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


INFORMATION LETTER 


PUBLICATION OR REPRODUCTION NOT PERMITTED 


No, 483 Washington, D. C. June 15, 1933 


CANNING INDUSTRY PREPARES TO ACT UNDER NEW AGRICUL- 
TURAL ADJUSTMENT AND INDUSTRIAL RECOVERY LAWS 


At a meeting of the Board of Directors, Administrative 
Council, Advisory Board, and Section Chairmen of the National 
Canners Association, and the Presidents and Secretaries of state 
canners associations, held at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington 
on June 18th, steps were taken by the canning industry toward 
entering into agreements with the Secretary of Agriculture 
under the provisions of the Agricultural Adjustment Act and 
the National Industrial Recovery Act. The meeting as repre- 
sentative of the entire industry adopted a declaration of policy 
and a method of procedure by which the National Canners Asso- 
ciation may be the agency through which commodity groups will 
present to the Secretary of Agriculture the agreements that these 
groups wish to propose. 

The declaration of policy and methods of procedure are em- 
bodied in the following resolution which was unanimously 
adopted : ‘ 

Be it resolved, That the President of the National Canners 
Association be and he is hereby authorized, personally or through 
such committee or committees as he may appoint, to negotiate and 
enter into on behalf of the National Canners Association agree- 
ment or agreements with the Secretary of Agriculture and with 
such processors in the industry and associations of producers in the 
industry as may assent thereto under the act approved May 12, 
1933, to relieve the existing national emergency by increasing agri- 
cultural purchasing power, known as the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act, and/or with the President or his delegate, under the proposed 


act to encourage national industrial recovery, popularly known as 
the Industrial Recovery Act. 


It is declared to be the policy of the Association, and the Presi- 
dent of the Association is directed to have such agreement include, 
if possible, recognition of the following principles: 


1. That the National Canners Association be recognized by the 
government as fairly representative of the canning industry, and 
that provision be made for cooperation between the National 
Canners Association and the government to effectuate the policy 
of the two statutes as applied to canned foods. 

2. That the National Canners Association recognizes that it is 
impracticable to make a single detailed agreement covering matters 
relating to particular commodities and particular geographical 
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parts of the United States, and the Association is to work through 
and with commodity sectional organizations already formed or to 
be formed in regard to particular commodities and with geographi- 
cal organizations already formed or to be formed in regard to par- 
ticular parts of the country. 

8. The Association shall agree to use its best efforts to effectu- 
ate the declared policies of the Agricultural Adjustment Act and 
the Industrial Recovery Act to establish reasonable prices to 
growers, equitable minimum wages having regard to locations of 
processors and work done, reasonable control of production, fair 
and reasonable trade practices, fair and reasonable marketing 
policies and reasonable minimum prices for the sale of canned 
foods, and allocation of production if necessary, but the Associa- 
tion, as such, shall not agree to any specific prices to growers, mini- 
mum wages, control or allocation of production, or prices for the 
sale of canned foods until and unless the same have been approved 
by the commodity sectional organization or the geographical or- 
ganization or organizations which are recognized by the Association 
as being most interested in the particular matter. 

4. When the canners who are members of a sectional organ- 
ization or geographical organization shall agree as to any of the 
matters covered in paragraph 3 hereof, the Association shall, if 
requested, present such agreement to the Secretary of Agriculture 
or the President, and shall lend its best efforts to have such agree- 
ment approved unless it shall appear to the President of the Asso- 
ciation or the committee authorized under this resolution that such 
agreement is inimical to the best interests of the canning industry 
of the country generally, or the public, or that it does not fairly 
effectuate the declared policies of the two statutes as applied to 
canned foods. 

5. The Association shall endeavor to obtain the assent of as 
many processors in the industry and associations of producers in 
the industry as possible to any agreement which is entered into. 


Discussions of Laws and Policies 


When the meeting was called to order, President Hutchinson 
reviewed briefly the Association’s activities since the annual con- 
vention at Chicago, particularly with reference to the legislation 
under consideration by the special session of Congress, including 
the thirty-hour week bills, the Agricultural Adjustment Act, and 
the Industrial Recovery Act. He stated that the Administrative 
Council of the Association had met the previous day to consider 
the problems of the Association and the industry under the two 
acts, and that the report of the Administrative Council would be 
made by Mr. E. G. McDougall, Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Association. Mr. McDougall then presented the 
resolution on policy and procedure and discussed the basis of the 
Administrative Council’s action. 


Following Mr. McDougall’s report, Mr. Spencer Gordon of 
the Association’s legal counsel gave a general interpretation of 
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the Agricultural Adjustment Act and its relation to the Indus- 
trial Recovery Act, following which various questions of inter- 
pretation of the laws were asked and discussed. 


Mr. Gordon C. Corbaley, special consultant to the Secretary 
of Agriculture on processing and distribution, addressed the 
meeting, discussing the purpose of the new legislation, the prob- 
lems that the canning industry will have to meet, and policies 
that may govern the administration of both the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act and the Industrial Recovery Act. 


Several clarifying amendments to the resolution presented 
by the Administrative Council were then approved and the reso- 
lution as amended unanimously adopted. 


Committee to Formulate Trade Practice Code 


In view of the fact that agreements that may be proposed 
by the respective commodity groups will embody fair trade prac- 
tice codes, the President of the National Canners Association was 
authorized to appoint a committee to draw up a code of trade 
practices to be included in agreements submitted to the Secretary 
of Agriculture. 


The committee appointed by the President under this 
authority consisted of E. G. McDougall, Chairman, E. E. Chase, 
E. F. Trego, Arthur Hamilton, E. B. Cosgrove. 


Association's By-laws Amended 


The Board of Directors of the Association adopted an 
amendment to the Association’s By-laws covering authority to 
enter into agreements with the Secretary of Agriculture and 
providing for disciplinary action in case Association members 
violate agreements. This amendment reads as follows: 


“The Board of Directors may authorize any officer or com- 
mittee of the Association to enter into an agreement or agree- 
ments with the Secretary of Agriculture pursuant to the pro- 
visions of the Act of May 12, 1983, to relieve the existing national 
economic emergency by increasing agricultural purchasing 
power, etc.; or with the President or his delegate under any Act 
passed pursuant to H. R. 5755, Seventy-third Congress, first 
session, entitled ‘An Act to Encourage National Industrial Re- 
covery, etc.’ Such agreement or agreements may provide that 
members of the Association may become parties thereto, and any 
member of the Association who, after becoming a party to such 
an agreement by signing the same, violates the terms of such 
agreement, may be subject to such discipline as the Administra- 
tive Council of the Association may provide.” 


= 
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A second amendment to the Association By-laws was 
adopted providing that— 


“The President may appoint a committee which shall have 
power to liberalize the qualifications for members and to admit 
members, provided that the membership of members so admitted 
shall extend only until the next meeting of the Board of Directors 
unless then approved by the Board of Directors.” 


Conferences of Commodity Groups and State Secretaries 


At the close of the meeting, there were conferences of vari- 
ous commodity groups, including corn, pea, tomato, sour cherry, 
and pimiento canners, also a conference of the secretaries of 
state canners’ associations and section chairmen, at which were 
discussed both procedure for ascertaining the wishes of the 


respective groups and the matters to be included in agreements 
that may be proposed. . 


Meeting Representative of Entire Industry 


The attendance was such as to make the meeting completely 
representative of the industry. Over 40 members of the Board 
were present personally or represented by alternates. Eight 
sections of the Association were represented by their chairmen, 
and 18 of the 23 members of the Administrative Council were 
present. There were also present the presidents, secretaries or 
other official representatives of the following associations: Asso- 
ciation of New York State Canners, Association of Pacific Fish- 
eries, Baltimore Canned Foods Exchange, Canners League of 
California, Corn Canners Institute, Florida Grapefruit Canners 
Association, Indiana Canners Association, lowa-Nebraska Can- 
ners Association, Maine Canners Association, Michigan Canners 
Association, Minnesota Canners Association, National Kraut 
Packers Association, Northwest Canners Association, Ohio Can- 
ners Association, Ozark Canners Association, Southern Cali- 
fornia Canners Association, Tidewater Canners Association, 
Pennsylvania Canners Association, Associated Pimiento Can- 
ners, Tennessee Canners Association, Utah Canners Association, 
Illinois Canners Association, Massachusetts Canners Association, 
Tri-State Packers Association, Virginia Canners Association, 
Wisconsin Canners Association. 


COPIES OF RECOVERY ACT SENT TO CANNERS 


The conference report on the National Industrial Recovery 
Act was approved by the Senate on June 13 and went to the 
President for his signature. Copies of this act are being mailed 
to all canners by the Association in conformance with the Asso- 
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ciation’s policy of keeping the industry informed as to legis- 
lative developments that may affect canners. 


PRELIMINARY ACREAGE OF CANNING PEAS 


Based upon reports from 200 canners who controlled 89 
per cent of the total acreage of green peas grown for canning 
last year, the preliminary estimate of planted acreage for 1933 
is 214,910 acres, or 4.4 per cent larger than the acreage planted 
in 1982. Planted acreage in 19382 amounted to 205,850 acres; 
in 1931 to 258,930 acres; and in 1930 it reached a peak of 277,730 
acres. 
Losses between planted and harvested acreages have varied 
greatly during the three years on which records are available. 
In 1932 the loss was nearly 10 per cent of the planted acreage; 
in 1931 it was nearly 14 per cent; and in 1930 it was 4 per cent. 
Losses in both 1982 and 1931 were exceptionally high, due to 
heavy damage from drouth and the pea aphid in important 
producing areas. 


As % of 
Planted Harvested Planted Harvested Planted 
State Acres Acres Acres Acres Pet. Acres 
Maine —— 1,470 1,840 1,340 104 1,400 
New York . 88,000 81,900 26,000 24,700 109 28,300 
New Jersey 550 500 (a) (a) ae (a) 
Pennsylvania 1,950 1,920 1,800 1,800 106 1,900 
|e 6,000 5,800 8,800 8,300 111 4,200 

Indiana . 6,000 5,950 5,400 5,400 104 5,600 
Illinois ; 16,000 13,100 15,700 15,400 112 17,600 
Michigan . 13,800 10,200 12,600 05 12,000 
Wisconsin 124,000 98,000 88,000 75,000 98 86,000 
Minnesota _.. 17,200 16,500 b 15,000 b 14,700 117 17,600 
Delaware . 2,620 2,620 6b 1,800 5b 1,750 125 2,250 
Maryland ... 14,400 14,400 11,550 11,550 98 11,300 
Montana .. 2,700 2,400 2,930 2,300 96 
Colorado 8,830 3,500 8,220 2,770 106 8,400 
7,400 7,200 b 6600 6 6,500 136 9,000 
Washington .. 2,300 2,300 2,600 2,600 108 2,800 
Other States (c). 5,660 5,500 7,510 7,390 117 8,760 

Total ........ 258,080 223,350 205,850 6 185,900 104.4 214,910 

(a) Included in “Other States.” 

(b) Revised, 


(c) “Other States” include California, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, New Jersey, 
Tennessee, Virginia, and Wyoming. 


PROPOSED REVISION OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 


The Association has mailed to its members a bulletin with 
reference to the proposed revision of the Federal Food and Drugs 
Act. As stated in the bulletin, the Secretary of Agriculture, by 
direction of President Roosevelt, submitted a bill to the chairmen 
of the Senate and House Committees on Agriculture. The new 
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bill was prepared under the direction of Assistant Secretary 
R. G. Tugwell, Walter G. Campbell, chief of the Federal Food 
and Drugs Administration, and the Solicitor’s Office of the De- 
partment of Agriculture. The Department of Agriculture an- 
nounced that the bill had been approved by the Department of 
Justice. Thus far the bill has not been introduced in either 
house of Congress. 


CONDITION OF CANNING PEAS ON JUNE 1 


The condition, on June 1, of green peas for canning, was 
86 per cent of normal compared with 85.2 per cent of normal a 
year ago, and with a ten-year average condition of 84.3 per cent 
on June 1, according to the U. 8. Department of Agriculture. 
The reported condition on June 1 of this year probably reflects 
the condition of early peas to a greater extent than usual, due to 
the fact that the heavy rains throughout May caused so much 
delay in the planting of late varieties that many of these fields 
were not far enough advanced for canners to report on. Since 
the crop as a whole is so unusually late, condition reports in many 
of the late States will not be fully indicative of growing condi- 


tions until the middle of June. Ore. ave. 


Junel, Junel, Junel, 
1933 1982 1922-1931 


State Percent Percent Per cent 
Maine (a) a) (a) 
New York 8 8S 
Pennsylvania 80 &2 
Ohio 87 73 78 
Indiana .. 67 70 
Illinois 90 92 8S 
Michigan 78 76 &3 
Wisconsin 85 
Minnesota 0 86 
Delaware . 86 63 73 
Maryland 82 74 
Montana (b 95 
Colorado 
Utah af 86 
Washington (a) 100 
Other States 80 79 

U. average 86.0 85.2 84.3 


ai Too early to report condition. 
b“Other States” include California, Idaho, Towa, Kansas, New Jersey, 
Tennessee, Virginia, and Wyoming. 


PRELIMINARY ACREAGE OF PIMIENTOS 


The 1933 preliminary estimate of planted acreage of 
pimientos for canning or manufacture is 22 per cent less than 
the acreage harvested in 1932, and is the smallest acreage 
planted since that of 1926, according to the Department of Agri- 
culture. Based upon reports from canning firms which con- 
trolled more than 90 per cent of the 1932 acreage, a total of 
6,950 acres is indicated for 1933 compared with 8,910 acres in 
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1932. The estimated acreage for California is less than half the 
acreage grown in 1932; the Georgia acreage shows a decrease 
of 12 per cent compared with last year. 

The following table gives the estimates of planted acreage 
in — compared with harvested acreages from 1928 to 1932, 
inclusive: 


Planted 
Acreage—————_ Acreage 
1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 
State Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres 
California ... , 8,250 2,120 2,140 1,140 *2,110 950 
Georgia . 5,600 6,900 6,800 5,600 *6,800 6,000 
Total... 8,850 9,020 8.940 6,740 *8,910 6,950 

* Revised. 


CONDITION OF PEACHES, PEARS AND CHERRIES 


The June crop report of the Department of Agriculture 
furnishes the following information: 


PEACHES.—The condition of peaches on June 1 is reported at 55.1 per 
cent as compared with 51.7 per cent on June 1 last year, 78.5 per cent two 
years ago, and 62.5 per cent, the 10-year average. The peach crop was 
damaged in practically all sections of the country by the late freeze fol- 
lowing a period of warm weather that had advanced the trees in many 
important sections. The forecast of production is placed at 46,101,000 
bushels as compared with 42,384,000 produced in 1932 and 56,575,000 
bushels, the five-year average 1926 to 1930. 

In the 10 southern States condition declined during May and on June 
1 was reported at 44.7 per cent, or 1.7 less than on May 1. Production is 
now forecast at 10,597,000 bushels, as compared with 5,503,000 bushels pro- 
duced in 1932, and 15,326,000, the five-year average 1926 to 1930. 

Pears.—The condition of pears on June 1 is reported at 64.9 per cent 
as compared with 57.6 per cent on the same date last year, 61.4 per cent 
two years ago, and 64.4 per cent, the 10-year average June 1 condition. 
Production is forecast at 23,280,000 bushels, which is about 5.3 per cent 
more than the short crop of 1932, nearly the same as the crop of 1931 and 
1.6 per cent above the average crop for the five-year period 1926 to 19380. 
Pear condition is generally lower in the important commercial pear States 
of the East and higher in the Pacific Coast States than was reported last 
year at the same time. The season, on the other hand, is delayed in the 
Western States and about normal in the East. Frosts during the late 
spring tended to reduce pear production in most areas while inclement 
weather conditions at blooming time prevented proper pollination in some 
sections. 

Cuerries.—Cherry condition in the 12 commercially important States 
is reported on June 1 at 64.4 per cent as compared with 67.9 per cent a 
year ago on June 1, and 66.2 per cent reported on June 1 in 1931. A freeze 
in New York on April 26 apparently destroyed prospects for a large crop of 
cherries in that State. Rains at blooming time in Ohio reduced pollination 
of the crop. Michigan and Wisconsin both report good prospects. Condi- 
tion in Colorado, Idaho, and Utah is lower than on June 1 last year, due 
to unfavorable pollination conditions, late frost, and winter damage, which 


8236 INFORMATION LETTER 


is most serious in Larimer County, Colorado. In the three Pacific Coast 
States prospects appear to be better this year on June 1 than at the same 
time a year ago, although there was frost damage reported in some areas. 
The a crop is later than last year but harvest is now progressing 
steadily. 


FRESH TOMATO TARIFF INVESTIGATION DISMISSED 

The U. S. Tariff Commission has discontinued and dismissed 
without prejudice the investigation, under the flexible provision 
of the tariff act, of the cost of production of fresh tomatoes. 

APPLE AND PEAR EXPORT BILL PASSED 

The Senate on June 7 passed with some amendments the 
bill (H. R. 4812) providing for commercial inspection of apples 
and pears entering into export trade. The bill as passed by the 
Senate reads as follows: 

That it shall be unlawful for any person to ship or offer for shipment, 
or for any carrier, or any steamship company, or any person to transport 
or receive for transportation to any foreign destination, except as provided 
in this act, any apples and/or pears in packages which are not accompanied 
by a certificate issued under authority of the Secretary of Agriculture show- 
ing that such apples or pears are of a Federal or State grade which meets 
the minimum of quality established by the Secretary for shipment in export. 
The Secretary is authorized to prescribe, by regulations, the requirements, 
other than those of grade, which the fruit must meet before certificates are 
issued. The Secretary shall provide opportunity, by public hearing or other- 
wise, for interested persons to examine and make recommendation with 
respect to any standard of export proposed to be established or designated, 
or regulation prescribed, by the Secretary for the purposes of this act. 


PROCESSING PEAS IN NO. 5 AND NO. 10 CANS 

As a result of further work, it has been found advisable to 
slightly reduce the processes suggested in Bulletin 26-L for peas 
in No. 5 and No. 10 cans. 

It is now suggested that peas in No. 5 cans be processed 45 
minutes at 240°, 35 minutes at 245° or 25 minutes at 250°. It is 
also suggested that peas in No. 10 cans be processed 55 minutes 
at 240°, 40 minutes at 245° or 30 minutes at 250°. 
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